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RESOLUTION NO. 012-32

WHEREAS, The Washingion Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB) is a
itizens board appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate and is required
to make budget recommendations for higher education funding te both the Governor
and the Legislature; and

WHERIIAS, Years of limited state funding support, across-the-board budget cuts, and
assumptions of “efficiency increascs™ as a way to aveid funding enrollment growth
have resulted in a drop of staic per-student support of ning percent at public four-year
instituticns since the 1991-93 biennium, adjusied lor inflation. The finaneial
responsibility for college cxpenses is being continually shified to studenls and their
families, threatening the abilily of those with limited means to pariicipate; and

WHERFEAS, ''he BECB has determined that establishing benchmarks for funding
levels is an approprisie approach to esmahlishing a tota! system-wide level of state
investment in higher education, that Washington institutions receive substantially less
state funding per studeni than comparable institutions localzd in other states, and the
Board has recommended [unding for public higher education be benchmarked to the
averape of these comparable instilutions; ard

WHERECAS, The public higher education institutions enrolled mare than 12,000 1°TE
students in excess of the level funded by the stale in fiscal year 2002, and by 2010 an
additional 29,000 FTE students above this state-supported level are expected to seek
higher education; and

WHEREAS. The HECR has found that the state should meet its responsibility lo
enable those smdents with limited means to participate in higher education through.
carefully desipned and adequately funded financial aid programs; and

WIIEREAS, The HECPE has determined that reaching these geals for the operating
budget in the 2003-05 biennium would be accomplished by adding 13,571 new studeni
FTE enrollments, increasing per-student state limding at the average level of
comparable inslitutions, and achicving the current FIECB financial aid goals. The tolal
cost for these investments is $1.1 billion in the 2003-05 biennium, in addition Lo the
$2.7 billion currently being spent on higher education; and

WHEREAS, The 1IECD requested public institutions clearly explain to the Governot,
Lepislature and the YMIECB how these additional resovrces will be used, and the
henefits that will accrue; and




WHEREAS, The HECB recommended that in the 2003-035 bigmnium the Governor aod
I.egislature provide additional state investments in the higher education operating
budget to hegin to aceomplish the goals outlined by the HECB. The approximaiely
$1.1 billion estimated to meet this need n the 2003-05 biennium could be invested
over four yvears;

THERETFORE, B IT RESOLVED, That the HECB rccommends that siate revenuzs
be increased in the magniude of 3500 million per year to accomplizh the
recommendation that funding for higher education be increased; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the HECBE recommends that
these additional linds fot bigher education be dedicated to higher education and be in
addition to what is currently being spent on higher education (the maintenance level
budget as calculated by the Office of Financial Managemeni}, and that the higher
educalion institutions that reecive these funds be held accouniable for how the funds
are spenl; and

THEREFORE, BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the HECR finds that the amount
of new revenue being discussed is roughly equivalent to what would he raised hy
increasing the retail sales tax rate by one-hall cenl {with the statc sales tax rate being
increased from 6.5 percent to 7.0 percent), however, the HECB recognizes that there
are many other possible sources of new funding and docs not recommend any
particular revenue option and s committed to working with the Governor and
Legislature (o identity potential sources,
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